
NEWSLETTER 
A message from the  

Principal 
What a busy week it’s been – and the weeks really are flying by! With just one week to go 
until the February half-term break, I would like to take a moment to say a colossal thank you 
for the continued support and trust you place in us. It truly means a great deal. 

I am incredibly proud of our attendance. While we are not quite on track for 97% from Sep-
tember to date, our current whole-school attendance stands at 95.6%, which is a strong 
position. With the warmer days just around the corner, I am confident we can continue to 
improve. Attendance really does matter – research consistently shows that children achieve 
better outcomes when they are in school every day. 

We have seen an increase in requests for routine medical and dental appointments during 
the school day. If an appointment is an emergency or arranged by a hospital consultant, we 
will of course authorise this. However, where appointments can be made outside of the 
school day, we kindly ask that you do so.  

This week, we also began launching the Trust vision of ATT2030 with the children, helping 
them to understand what it means to be capable, competent and confident. Please do read 
on to find out more. 

Our Friday early closure at 1:00pm continues to go well. Thank you for your flexibility and 
understanding in supporting this. 

Looking ahead to next week: 

Monday: Times Table Rock Stars Day – we can’t wait to see the children’s Rockstar hair-
styles! 
Tuesday: Safer Internet Day 
This week: Children’s Mental Health Week 
 
I would like to wish you all a fabulous final week of this academic half term. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Bloor   

                                               Attendance 

 

Diary Dates 

 
Event                       Date 

Angling skills     06.02.26 

Valentines Poem Deadline  06.02.26 

Times Table Rockstar Day  09.02.26 

Parents / Carers Evening  10.02.26 

School Disco 3:10-3:55pm  11.02.26 

Y5 Trip to Wolseley Centre  25.02.26 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY  16-20 Feb 

Y6 World War 2 Workshop  24.02.26 

Y2 Leicester Space Centre   03.03.26 

Y3 Ancient Egypt Workshop 04.03.26 

World Book Day   05.03.26 

Coffee Morning 8:30-9:30 05.05.26 

Y4 Lower Drayton Farm   10.03.26 

Y5 Anglo Saxons Workshop  10.03.26 

Ladies Assembly 2:30-3:10  12.03.26 

Y2 Lower Drayton Farm 17.03.26 

Y1/2 Easter Bonnet 9:00am 18.03.26 

Coffee Morning 8:30-9:30 19.03.26 

Inset Day (School Closed)  20.03.26 

Easter competition entries  23.03.26 

Chocolate Bingo  2:40-3:10 24.03.26 

Behaviour Treat 2:00-3:10  25.03.26 

Easter Assembly 8:50-9:15 26.03.26 

Care Home Visit (invite only) 27.03.26 

Last day of Spring Term  27.03.26 

 

EASTER HALF TERM HOLIDAY  

30th March - 10th April  
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Safeguarding 
This weeks focus: 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10th of February 2026, with celebra-
tions and learning based around the theme ‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the 
safe and responsible use of AI’.  

 

Your children will be completing activities in school that teaches them the skills to 
use AI technology safely and responsibly, and highlights the available support.  

 

We encourage you to join us in celebrating by continuing the conversation about AI 
technology at home.  
 
There are some helpful resources at www.saferinternet.org.uk  
 
You may also like to use one of these prompts to start a conversation with your child: 
  
• What’s your favourite thing to do online?  
 
• Have you ever used an AI tool?  
 
• How did it make you feel?   
 
• What do you like about AI technology? 
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Well done 

Year 6! 
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A glimpse  
Of academy 
Life this 
week. 
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On Friday, we welcomed the Angling Trust School Project – Reel Education into the 
Academy. Each class enjoyed an engaging session learning about different kinds of fish, 
their habitats, and the difference between saltwater and freshwater environments. 
Pupils also explored the types of bait used in fishing and learned about the importance 
of caring for our rivers and waterways. 

The children were incredibly curious, asking thoughtful questions throughout the ses-

sion. The visit finished with great excitement as pupils took part in a friendly competi-

tion to see who could make the most accurate cast and who could score the most 

points by throwing three beanbags into a bucket. It was a fantastic, hands-on learning 

experience that combined science, physical activity, and environmental awareness. 

 

Family Learning 

Parents and carers with children in Y4, Y5 and Y6, would  you attend a family learning 

event on the 16th March? Please contact the school office or Mrs Lewis with your in-

terest. Couse to be confirmed. 
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Lunchbox ideas and recipes – Healthier Families - NHS  

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
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Parents Evening 
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 This week, we have begun to introduce the Trust ATT2030 Mission in assembly. You will begin to hear more about 
this from your children, the academy and the trust over the coming months. 

 

We began to discuss what each meant and how this fits with what we do everyday.  

 

Belonging and Becoming  

 Capable  Competent  Confident 

We meet the child where they are – but refuse to leave them there 

One small thing that I will do differently tomorrow 

 

Our current focus for teaching staff and the children is checking for understanding and we will use mini wipeable boards  during 

‘We Do’ practise with the teacher in the lesson.  

For our 1 small change, we have been further working on ‘Smooth Transitions—Quite Corridors’ during times for when we move 

around school, particularly at lunch time. This supports belonging and this is what we aim for the becoming.  

 

Should you feel curious about ATT2030, please follow the link: Our Mission: ATT2030 - Academy Transformation Trust  

 

Uniform 
Our children are incredibly proud of their uniform, and it plays an important role in sup-
porting excellent standards of behaviour and pride in all that they do. 

Wearing PE kit instead of school uniform on designated PE days helps us maximise lesson 
time and ensures learning is not disrupted by changing. 

We have high standards, and these will not change. By choosing Star Academy Sandyford, 
you have agreed to these expectations. All trainers must black; logos and branding are not 
encouraged. 

If your child arrives at school wearing incorrect uniform, you will be contacted on the same 
day and asked to bring the correct items to school. 

Thank you for your continued support in maintaining high expectations for all our pupils. 

https://www.academytransformationtrust.co.uk/about-us/our-mission/
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Get Ready for World Book Day 2026 - World 

Book Day  

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.worldbookday.com/
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For hoodies to be 

worn in school, they 

must be navy blue. 



Ww 

 

STA-office@attrust.org.uk 

01782 235055  

staracademy.attrust.org.uk 

@attstaracademy 

Burnaby Road, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent 

Staffordshire, ST6 5PT  

Star Newsletter 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

We are delighted that so many children are access-

ing breakfast club.  

All children MUST be booked in online the day be-

fore on MCAS. Places are limited. For children not 

booked in on MCAS, we will not be able to accom-

modate, unless it’s an emergency. Please contact a 

member of the Senior Leadership team beforehand, 

via Dojo to arrange support. 

From 7.30—8 am, breakfast club is charged at £1.  

From 8—8.30am, it is free. 

 


