
NEWSLETTER 

A message from the 

PRINCIPAL Dates for Your 

DIARY  

Dear Parents and carers, 

Wow! What an end to a fantastic 

year!  

I can’t believe how quickly the time 

has flown. It is with mixed emo-

tions that we say goodbye to our 

amazing Year 6 class of 2023-24. 

We are so proud of the individuals 

that you have become and we 

know that you will shine like a 

’Stars’ at high school.  On behalf of 

the staff, I want to thank you for all 

the memories.  

I want to thank yourselves, your 

children and the staff for making 

Star a great place to work and to 

learn.  

Sadly, we say goodbye to Mr Farr, 

who has been an absolutely amaz-

ing teacher this year. Mr Farr, we 

wish you success at your new 

school. No words could do you 

justice for how wonderful you are. 

We are going to miss you! 

Thank you to all of the parents that 

voted for the school day hours, the 

majority voted for 8.30 until 3. We 

will begin this when we return on 

Tuesday 2nd September.  

I wish you all a wonderful summer 

break  and look forward to seeing 

you when we return in September. 

 

Mrs Sara Bloor 

Principal 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

School opens 

 

16th –22nd September 

Recycle week 

 

9-13th September 

Savings week 

 

10th October  

World Mental Health Day  

 

Friday 25th October 

Last day of the half term 

 

Monday 4th November 

School opens  
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SUMMER 21/22  |  TQEA Newsletter 

Term Dates 2024/2025 

Autumn 1 

Term starts: Monday 2nd September 2024 – Fri-
day 25th October 2024 
 
Half term holiday: Monday 28th October 2024 – 
Friday 1st November 2024  
 
Autumn 2 

Term starts: Monday 4th November 2024 – Fri-
day 20

th
 December 2024 

 
Half term holiday: Monday 23rd December 2024 
– Friday 3rd January 2025 
 
Spring 1 
 
Term starts: Monday 6th January 2025- Friday 
14th February 2025 
 
Half term holiday: Monday 17th February 2025 
to Friday 21st February 2025 
 
Spring 2 
Term starts:   Monday 24th February 2025 – Fri-
day 11th April 2025 
 
Half term holiday: Monday 14th April 2025 – Fri-
day 25th April 2025 
 
Summer 1 
Term starts: Monday 28th April 2025- Friday 
23rd May 2025 
 
Half term holiday: Monday 26th May 2025 to Fri-
day 30th May 2025 
 
Summer 2 
Term starts: Monday 2nd June 2025 – Monday 
21st  July 2025 
 
Summer holidays:  Tuesday 22nd  July 2025 – 
1st September 2025 
 
Training Days – Academy closed to pupils 
Monday 2nd September 2024 
Friday 29th November 2024 
Friday 28th March 
Friday 6th June 2025 
Friday 20th June 2025 
Monday 21st July 2025 

Term Dates & 
Inset Days 

This Month’s 
Focus 

With the summer holidays approaching and many people un-

dertaking more car journeys with their children, we thought it 

would be useful to send this information regarding the UK law 

on the use of car seats and child-safety in cars.  

Sadly, we are still being made aware of some children arriving at 

school in cars without any safety restraint, including some who 

have been standing between the front seats of the car and this 

is a real concern. If children are not properly restrained in cars, 

the results can be catastrophic in the event of an accident. 

Did you know? 

“Seat belts did not become a legal requirement for rear passen-

gers until 1987? Even more remarkably the use of children’s car 

seats wasn’t made a legal requirement until 2006! Since then, 

all infants from birth until a certain age or height must be in a 

specially designed car seat. This is a legal requirement and fail-

ure to do so will likely result in you receiving a £500 fine but, of 

course, the threat of a cash fine pales into insignificance when 

compared to the realities and outcomes of an accident.”  

Main points of the law:  

1) Height based seats are required to used REAR FACING 

for a minimum of 15 months.  

2) A suitable* child car seat must be used until the child 

reaches a height of 135cms or 12 years old, whichever is 

reached first. *suitable = a seat that is intended for the 

child’s height, weight and the vehicle it is to be used in. 

The purpose of the regulations and the law is to improve levels 

of safety for children in vehicles. It is our responsibility to en-

sure our children are protected to the best of our ability.  
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Our Fantastic Year Six 

ATTENDANCE 
Year to date attendance—
95.4%.  

Pleas help us to  get to 
green.  

Year to date attendance for each 

class, 

Reception— 95.6% 

Year 1— 95.1% 

Year 2— 95.6% 

Year 3— 94.6% 

Year 4— 95.9% 

Year 5— 95.3% 

Year 6— 95.4% 
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Wow! 100% Attendance!  

A huge well done to the following pupils, who have achieved 100% for the whole  

academic year: 

 

Sipara (Y3), Simon (R), Antonia (R), Brikel (Y5), Elizabeth (Y1), Vassey (Y5), Veto (Y1), Vanise (Y3),  

Noah (Y4), Laynie (R), Max (Y5), Lexi (Y6), Mafaro (Y3), Aida (Y6), Amelia (Y4), Tyler(Y6), Ryan (Y4) and Cristian 

(Y6).  

 





We 
have a new phonics 

scheme  

 

Find out more:~ For parents | Letters and 

Sounds (littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)  

From September 2024,  Star  will be following 

the Little Wandle Letters and sounds pro-

gramme for phonics and reading.  

About the programme – Little Wandle phonics 

programme  

Phonics is taught daily in Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2.  

Each lesson for phonics lasts between 10 and 30 

minutes depending on the age and stage of the 

children being taught.  

Learning is reinforced and applied in context 

throughout the day.  

There is a consistent approach to the teaching 

of reading across the school, including the pro-

nunciation of phonemes (the letter sounds) and 

the introduction of new formation phrases.  

All children in the class are taught the same 

graphemes (the sounds written down) with chil-

dren who need additional support having rein-

forced teaching on the same day.  

Children blend the sounds to read and segment 

to spell. Termly assessments (every six weeks) 

are used to chart children’s progress and identi-

fy gaps in knowledge.  

Repeated practise occurs in all aspects of the 

lesson.  

Children are taught overt blending, but fluent 

blending in their heads is the ultimate goal.  

Both spelling and reading are practised daily.  
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Academy Day 2024/2025 

 
 

From Tuesday 3rd September, our Academy 
day will be from 8.30 am to 3pm.  

 

Thank you to all the parents and carers, 
who completed the survey for the hours of 
the school day.  

 

From September, schools are required to 
provide a 32.5 hour week for pupils, includ-
ing lunch. The majority  of responses decid-
ed on an 8.30 start and a 3pm end of day, 
with lateness being recorded from 8.45.  

 

Booster clubs to for maths & English will run 
until 3.45. Wider curriculum clubs will run, 
until 3.45.  

My Child at School App (MCAS) 

The MCAS app has been used throughout the 

academy, this year, to share behaviour points 

and attendance for your child. 

In September, this app will also be used for all 

online payments, announcements and parent 

evening appointments. 

If you have not yet ac-

cessed your account, 

please contact Mrs Lewis 

via class dojo who can 

send a password reset 

email. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Ww 

STA-office@attrust.org.uk 

01782 235055  

staracademy.attrust.org.uk 

@attstaracademy 

Burnaby Road, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent 

Staffordshire, ST6 5PT  
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Classes in September: 

The EYFS unit room will be Reception Class. 

The previous Reception classroom will be 

Y1. 

The previous Y1 classroom will be Y2. 

The previous Y2 classroom will be  Y3 

The previous Y3 classroom will be an inter-

vention room. 

All other classrooms will remain the same. 

Week One Menu 


